[Protein-poor pleurisy and mesothelioma. Apropos of 2 cases].
We report two cases of protein poor pleural effusions secondary to malignant mesothelioma which were proven histologically. In the absence of any extra pulmonary cause, in particular cardiac, the associated investigations carried out led to the exclusion of either a chylothorax or a mechanical effusion due to atelectasis. Pulmonary venous obstruction by the mesothelial masses which had developed on the mediastinal pleura were shown in the two cases. The high pressure in the pulmonary capillaries which resulted could be the origin of the low level of protein observed in the pleural fluid.